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Message from the Commissioner

2010 will be a special one for children and young people. That is why this year’s NICCY Annual News Review is produced as a calendar- to help us show what we have been doing and to update you on what we plan to do next year for children and young people.

It is a special year because the 20th of November 2009 marked the signing of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Throughout this coming year I will be encouraging children and young people to campaign to make sure Government keeps the promise it made when signing the Convention.

In the run-up to the 21st Anniversary we at NICCY will be highlighting key areas of work that you can get involved with.

I want to make sure that each and every young person in Northern Ireland has the opportunity to have a say in the decisions that affect their lives. For me this is one of their most important rights.

One area where I feel that children have not been able to have their say is the debate over how they move from primary to post-primary schools. I am currently undertaking a major piece of work to listen to the experiences of Primary 7 pupils who are going through the transfer process this year.

In addition to hearing from them I will be talking and listening to parents, carers, teachers and others, involved in this year’s transfer process, so that I can tell Government about issues that that emerging.

One important area that I have been working on is child poverty. As we face the current economic crisis I will be reminding those taking decisions that we must not forget the impact of the current financial situation on families.

I hope that they will remember to put the right measures in place at the right time to make sure that the most vulnerable children and young people are protected and live life free from the trap that poverty brings.
Going forward with that hope firmly fixed I wish you all a happy and prosperous 2010- a year I hope that everyone in Northern Ireland will recognise as a year we can work together to make it right for all children and young people!

Reviewing the last year and looking forward to 2010

What you are holding in your hands is both a review of the year, and a look forward to the next 12 months of action by NICCY, and many others, on children’s rights.

Every year NICCY, like other publicly funded organisations, produces an Annual Report, which outlines our accounts and reports to the Northern Ireland Assembly on our business plan. This annual review compliments the Annual Report by making the information more widely available presenting it in an easy to read way. 

We hope that you’ll find space on your wall throughout 2010 for our NICCY News Calendar; read what we have done and what we are planning to do and check our website www.niccy.org to find out what we are doing to promote and safeguard the rights and best interests of children and young people. 
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