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Children’s Rights- Making them real

Children’s rights have been around for more than 60 years but it was only 20 years ago that these were formally recognised and protected in international law when the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). While the Government has signed the Convention it has not yet become UK law.

The UNCRC is central to all that NICCY does and we believe it as relevant today as it was 20 years ago- if not more so. This month we are launching our ’20 years of the UNCRC’ campaign which aims to raise awareness of children’s rights in the run up to the 21st birthday on November 2010.

Specifically we will be highlight 12 key issues affecting young people and focusing on one of these each month. In the calendar below you can see this month’s issue is ‘Poverty’ and you can read a brief background summary. Each month will follow the same format with an issue and short explanation. 

We want to encourage children and young people to become involved in the campaign, to explain what the issues really mean for them and how they directly affect them. This will allow children to have their voice heard when Government and decision makers consider these issues in future.
If you would like to learn more and find out how to become involved you can email us on participation@niccy.org, visit us at www.niccy.org/childrensrights or call us on 028 90311616.

But most important- if you are a young person join with us and together we can make it right!

January 2010- Tackling Poverty

Do you know that around one in four children in NI live in poverty? This affects their health, their educations and their chances in life. Children with disabilities, Traveller children and children in single parent families are among those most likely to be living in poverty. This winter many will be living in cold homes, and may be going without basic necessities because their parents can’t afford them. 

NICCY wants the Government to take action to meet their promise to halve child poverty by 2010 and eradicate it by 2020.
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