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Children’s Rights- Have things improved?

Have you ever wondered what it is like to be a child or young person growing up in Northern Ireland? How do we know if things are getting better for children and young people?

One of the first pieces of work that NICCY undertook when it was established was research into the state of children’s rights in Northern Ireland in 2004. That research set a benchmark that allowed people to measure whether things had actually got better for children and young people. NICCY undertook a second review to do just that- to find out what had changed for the better, what had stayed the same and what areas still needed improvement.

The review brought together a large amount of work undertaken by NICCY staff and with the help of individuals and organisations throughout Northern Ireland. At the heart of the review were the views of more than 2,300 children and young people who had taken part in workshops and completed online questionnaires. This fieldwork formed part of a wider review of legislation, policy and literature on children’s rights. Part of this review was commissioned through external research and identified where laws and practices have changed since out baseline review of children’s rights in 2004.

The review, ‘Children’s rights: Rhetoric or Reality’, was launched in February 2009 in the Long Gallery at Stormont. It was a well attended event with three Government Ministers as well as numerous MLAs, policy makers, media and representatives from the statutory and voluntary sectors. The Commissioner took the opportunity to call on Ministers and Government departments to consider the findings, to take action where needed, and most importantly to implement and incorporate the recommendations into legislation, policies and day-to-day practices. NICCY’s Youth Panel produced a children and young person’s version in a video format. This explained some of the key findings in their own words and was shown at the launch and posted on the NICCY Youth Panel YouTube channel. www.youtube.com/niccyyouthpanel. 
NICCY continues to monitor the issues and concerns raised in the review and to challenge Government where it feels there is still not enough being done. A key focus of this over the next year is the UNCRC 20th Anniversary campaign which highlights 12 areas that NICCY feels need to be addressed (see January page for more information on this).

You can download and view a copy of the review at www.niccy.org/policyandresearch
February 2010- Supporting Families

One of the most important things for children and young people is to have a loving and safe family. However, many families experience considerable difficulties, such as overcoming barriers associated with disabilities, illness and poverty. Some parents find it hard to cope and to provide the support their children need. 

NICCY wants Government to make sure that support is there for families and carers when they need help and to make sure families know about positive ways to help parents in this important role.
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