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Don’t Label Me

To mark International Youth Day on August 12th three members of NICCY’s youth panel carried out an analysis into how young people are portrayed in Northern Ireland’s main daily newspapers.

Eva Beattie, Robert Croskery and Charlotte Higgins analysed the Belfast Telegraph, Daily Mirror, Irish News and News Letter over four days, identifying articles as positive, negative or neutral towards children and young people.

During this short period, in the 24 news articles about young people aged 11 to 18 years old they found that almost three quarters portrayed young people in a negative light.

In contrast when papers reported on children under the age of 11 they found them portrayed in a more favourable way, with more than 80 per cent being seen in a positive light. 

Although the youth panel members had expected to see some negative coverage of young people, they were surprised by just how much of it there was.

“As soon as a child leaves primary school they don’t automatically become bad, so why is this image being portrayed in some of our newspapers?” said Eva. 

“Although only a small number of young people do engage in anti-social behaviour I know there are so many more young people out there who do not”, added Eva.

Charlotte also felt that the headlines often missed the good work young people did, she added: “It was good to see all the positive articles on young people’s successes over the four-day period, however the vast majority of articles on those aged 11-18 highlighted negatives rather than the many positives.”

Robert added, “Following our findings I look forward to hopefully reading more positive things about the thousands of young people who in their own way help make a difference to Northern Ireland society.”

Eva and Robert were interviewed on two radio stations explaining their findings.
March 2010- Making communities safe for children and young people

How many times have you heard negative comments about children and young people? Children and young people deserve to be valued and protected within our communities- but too often they are either ignored or negatively stereotyped as trouble-makers. Where there are problems these should be dealt with so everyone feels safe- including children and young people who are more often the victims of crime rather than the perpetrators.

NICCY wants Government and the police to make sure children have space to play and that young people are able to meet up and socialise in their communities in safety.
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