[image: image1.jpg]NICCY

northern ireland commissioner
for children and young people






Supporting parents and families
Keeping children safe is a priority for NICCY. This year the Commissioner continued to work with other to support parents in the often challenging job of bringing up children and young people. She also welcomed last year’s Government publications on parenting. 

“Being a Parent isn’t always easy” she said. “But there is support there for parents, there is help available. I want to make sure that all the positive parenting tools and techniques are available to all families.”

In February NICCY lost its legal challenge to protect children being hit in their own home.

However, The Commissioner said the court challenge was only one part of her determined efforts to support parents in a positive way.

“I was deeply disappointed that my appeal was turned down. The legal action I took was not about criminalising parents, it was and continues to be about protecting children.

Although the court said my arguments about physical punishment were persuasive they did not take them into consideration when the made their judgement.

Instead their judgement was based on the court saying that I was not classified as a victim (within the Human Rights Act), meaning that I cannot represent or act on behalf of all children and young people in taking  a case to court under the Human Rights Acts.”

The Commissioner said that it had already been acknowledged in court that it was important that she brought this challenge.

“The Assembly created the post of Commissioner to promote and safeguard the rights and best interests of children and young people. I would have been failing in that duty if I had not challenged the Government on this issue.

In the same way as hitting adult partners was made illegal and without any defence, I am confident that one day there will be no defence permitted, for hitting a child.

I want the message to be clear that hitting children is wrong. It has been already banned in dozens of countries worldwide, all the UK’s children’s commissioners and the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child have said it should be banned.” 

April 2010- Children and young people having their say

Imagine what life would be like if people made decisions for us and didn’t ask our opinion. In the same way, children and young people have a right to be involved in decisions that affect them in all areas of their lives, including having their say at home, being able to take part in schools councils, involvement in how councils plan for their communities and being listened to by professionals like doctors, social workers and judges. 
NICCY wants Government to take more action to make sure that children and young people are involved when decisions are made that affect them. 

You can contact NICCY by phoning us (028)
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