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Champion of the Child

During the summer NICCY, in partnership with Young at Art, brought a touring exhibition on the work of a Polish pioneer of children’s rights to Northern Ireland. 

The ‘Champion of the Child’ exhibition told the story of Janusz Korczak  whose writings and ideas on children’s rights helped shape the thinking behind the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Korczak devoted his life to establishing the rights and wellbeing of children, regardless of nationality or religion. He also tried to protect children from the horrors of a Warsaw ghetto in the Second World War before his death in the Treblinka concentration camp with some of the children he cared for. 

The exhibition was developed by the Jewish Museum London and featured illustrations by internationally established artist Itzhak Belfer, one of the children saved by Korczak during the Second World War. 

The launch of the exhibition coincided with Polish Cultural Week in May and was on display for 50 days, touring five venues including the Waterside Theatre, Derry; Belfast Waterfront; Strule Arts Centre, Omagh; Fermanagh County Museum; and Island Arts Centre, Lisburn.

NICCY also worked with Young at Art to develop a complimentary drama workshop which explored and conveyed the concept of the UNCRC to children and young people. The workshop was facilitated by Participation Officers from NICCY and 16 schools from across Northern Ireland took part. 

Altogether ‘Champion of the Child’ reached an audience of almost 20,000 children, young people and adults.

May 2010- Protecting and Supporting Children from Other Countries

Children and families who come to Northern Ireland to make a better life for themselves or who have left their home because of conflict and persecution can face discrimination here and find it hard to access the services they need.
NICCY wants Government to take action to challenge discrimination and make sure children from other countries get the support they need. We also want the UK Government to review how children and families seeking asylum here are treated.

NICCY’s Youth Panel has its own Youtube Channel. Visit www.youtube.com/niccyyouthpanel and sign up as a ‘fan’ to receive updates every time they post a new video.
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