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Youth Panel News

The NICCY Youth Panel is a group of 25 young people aged 12-18 (up to 21 in some cases), who support and advise the Commissioner on her work.
Welcoming New Members

By Carla Hilland- NICCY Youth Panel

As older NICCY Youth Panel members moved on, an opportunity came up for new young people to be recruited, so we got together and set up a Youth Panel recruitment sub group.
Before sending out application forms, we had to look into what would be the best way to reach our target audience and make sure that people from all backgrounds were getting the message.

We issued press releases, did interviews on community radio stations and sent emails out to all schools and youth groups.

Once the application forms were received, we invited all the applicants to a selection day which involved many activities. At the end of the day the young people voted for who they felt should take the place on the panel.

With limited spaces available, only six of the many people that applied got through to the youth panel. But even those who didn’t get on this year still said they found the experience worthwhile and got something out of the day.

The new recruits were Eva Beattie, Robert Croskery, Megan Gilbert, Anna Gilmore, Charlotte Higgins and Shea Reynolds. 

Meeting the Ministers

By Megan O’Kane- NICCY Youth Panel

This year I had the opportunity to meet with Junior Minister Gerry Kelly to discuss NICCY’s Democra-School campaign about making sure every school has a school council.

He explained to us the process of passing Bills in Government and we were pleased to hear that he was offering his support to our campaign.

I hope to continue doing work for the Democra- School campaign in 2010 as I feel that schools councils would benefit every school in the country.

New Recruits for NICCY’s Youth Panel

By Barry McCrory- NICCY Youth Panel

I met Junior Minister Jeffrey Donaldson about the UNCRC Concluding Observations, which were set out to make sure all Governments protect the rights of the child.

I knew Northern Ireland was not as far on as the Governments in Wales, Scotland and England, so myself, the Commissioner and Alex Tennant, Head of Policy and Research, spoke up for children and young people.

Megan, Carl and I also attended the SDLP Youth Conference where I met many politicians including SDLP Leader Mark Durkan and Bairbre de Brún MEP. It was a very exciting day and we got a really good insight into what it is like to be a politician. We plan to attend other party conferences too.

August 2010- Supporting looked after children and young people

When children are looked after by authorities like social services, or living with foster carers, or in children’s homes, it’s important their care is safe and stable. When young people reach 16 and 17 they need support as they leave care and for some time afterwards. 

NICCY wants Government to make sure that looked after children are involved in decisions about their care and are able to voice their concerns is they are not happy with it. It also must provide the essential support for young people leaving care.

NICCY has a number of groups that support us in our work and make sure we are doing well. These include our Audit and Risk Committee and our Ethics and Shadow Ethics Committee.
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