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An absent voice in transfer debate? 

Pupil’s views have been notably absent in the debate over the system of transferring to post-primary schools, Patricia Lewsley pointed out throughout the past year.

And, now the Commissioner is making sure the views of the 2009/2010 P7 pupils and their parents will be heard by Government. 

“My job is to promote and safeguard the rights and best interests of children and young people,” said Ms Lewsley. “The current confusion is not in the best interests of pupils.”

“I have listened to parents. I have listened to children and young people. I have asked the Minister to directly listen to the views of pupils. And now I am going to ask those at the heart of this- the children- about their experience.” 

“While I understand the problems created by the transfer process, I am deeply concerned that the issues will not be resolved before next year’s Primary 7 children face the same process.”
“The priority needs to be the pupils and their best interests. The process should be there to support them. They need to be able to move with confidence and certainty. They are entitled to certainty.”
“I visit schools almost every week, so I know the fantastic job schools do; often under trying circumstances. They do not deserve to be left in limbo.”

The Commissioner has started a large piece of work to hear P7 pupils’ views on this year’s transfer process, as well as key groups such as parents.

“I hope this work will be able to inform the decisions that will be made about how next year’s P7 pupils and beyond will transfer to post-primary schools.”

If you are a P6 or P7 child or a parent of one, and want to tell us your views on the transfer process, please contact us at research@niccy.org or 028 90311616.

September 2010- Education for Everyone

Why is it some of our children get the best exam marks in the UK while others struggle? The answer here lies in our education system in Northern Ireland, and in the wider barriers that many children face. This means some children get good marks while others, particularly disadvantaged children like those from Traveller communities, can have very poor experience of school.

NICCY wants Government schools and colleges to work together to make sure that every child has a good education. We also want a fairer system for children transferring from primary to post primary schools to be put in place.
Letting everyone know hoe to get in touch with NICCY is a big challenge. To help do that every Year 8 pupil receives a NICCY key-ring with ways to get in touch printed on it.
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