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UN Committee delivers its verdict on NI

In October last year the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child delivered its verdict on the state of children’s rights in Northern Ireland. 

Every four years the UN Committee reports on how countries measure up to the standards of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

The 2008 Report was the first time that the Commissioners across the UK had the opportunity to present the issues they felt were important to the UN Committee.

And, almost all of their recommendations- including those relating to Northern Ireland- were in the Committee’s Concluding Observations. The Commission said the influential committee had confirmed what most people already knew- services for children are not good enough.

“Children who are most in need are not getting the right services at the right time, “said Ms Lewsley. “This means that children in need of mental health services, who are disabled, or who are suffering poverty, are discriminated against in Northern Ireland. 

“This was recognised and acknowledged by the United Nations Committee. Now it is down to the Government to take action to deliver on these Concluding Observations.”
“I have been and will continue to monitor Government’s response to these recommendations.”

“Throughout 2010, I am campaigning with children and young people on key issues, as highlighted by the UN Committee.”

“I know that by working together we can make it right. I know that it is the voice of children and young people that must be included in finding the ways to close the gaps in children’s rights.”

October 2010- Feeling safe and well- emotional health and wellbeing

Everybody feels bad at times for all sorts of reasons. Children and young people need to have someone to talk to about what’s happening in their lives. Some, who are finding it hard to copy, might need specialist support.

NICCY wants Government to make sure that children can talk to someone when they need to and don’t have to wait long to get specialist help in Northern Ireland. 

Don’t forget to sign up to NICCY’s campaign on the Convention on the Right of the Child! Email uncrc@niccy.org
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