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ENOC Conference

Three members of NICCY’s Youth Panel travelled to Paris with the Commissioner in September to deliver a workshop on children’s rights to the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC).

The conference focused on “the Best Interest of the Child” and it was the first time that children and young people had been invited to attend. 
Barry McCrory, Megan O’Kane and Vishal Sridhar were the only young people leading a session and the only other young people in attendance at the Conference were from the host nation and Sardinia.

They developed a workshop exploring the differences between an adult’s view of rights compared to children and young people’s experiences. This was done in an interactive way where each participant was asked to look at the world through a child’s eyes. 

Representatives from more than 15 different countries took part in the workshop and were given a glimpse of life from a child’s point of view. 
The Commissioner and the three youth panel members were keen for the representatives at ENOC to hear directly about experiences of children’s rights in Northern Ireland and share the knowledge gained with children and young people where they live. 

Following the workshop a press conference was called and Megan presented Allan, a representative of the Comité des Jeunes du Défenseur des Enfants (Children’s Ombudsman).

Overall the Conference, which is in its 13th year, was a great opportunity to share their knowledge, experience and changes to legislation. The involvement of the NICCY Youth Panel members brought another dimension to this prestigious occasion. 

November 2010- Children and young people in trouble with the law

When children and young people get into trouble with the law, they can find themselves without appropriate support and not understanding what is happening to them. It is important that, as children, what is happening is explained to them properly and that they are supposed to face the future more positively. 

NICCY wants the police and Government to ensure that children and young people in trouble with the law are dealt with in an age-appropriate way, and have access to education and other services. 

Our Legal and Casework team received 575 referrals throughout the year. Each referral is about us helping children and young people when they don’t receive the service they deserve or the service isn’t good enough.
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