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Participating- getting bigger and better!
We’ve been building on our work this year, to raise awareness and encourage Government and others to participate with and involve children and young people in their work. Evidence shows that the outcomes are better and services more successful if the opinions of the person are affected by policy and practices are taken into account. Already a number of departments have indicated their support for this. 
A large part of this has involved promoting the voice of children and young people through our work in programs such as Democra-School- which promotes school councils- through working with public bodies and Government departments.

We continues to work closely with out own youth panel, getting their support and hearing their views on the work that we do. This is vitally important as it helps steer and focus our work. 

To make sure our own actions speak for themselves we undertook an internal participation audit, looking at our own policies and procedures. Recommendations from the audit will help us further strive to deliver the best possible participation practice. 

During the year the Commissioner chaired two Participation Forum meetings. The main role of the Forum is to offer support and information to the Commissioner on issues affecting the participation of children and young people living in Northern Ireland. The Forum membership comprises Government Departmental Children’s Champions and representatives of NGOs and other statutory bodies. This is a unique forum where statutory and voluntary agencies can discuss relevant interests and concerns and exchange information, ideas and experiences. 

As usual the participation staff have been busy getting out and about throughout Northern Ireland, meeting more than 4,000 young people to explain the work of the Commissioner and promote the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

They have also been busy developing our ‘Train the Trainers’ programme for student teachers and others so they can cascade information to the young people they work with.

December 2010- Celebrating children and young people

There are around 450,000 children and young people in Northern Ireland- who all make a unique contribution to society. It is important to recognise and celebrate all the positive things they do, and the difference they make to the lives of their friends, families and to their communities. 

NICCY wants Government to demonstrate how it values children and young people by keeping the promises it made when it signed the UNCRC 21 years ago and making children’s rights a reality in Northern Ireland.

Thanks to everyone who helped us shape our new website, your views and feedback helped us launch the new www.niccy.org in June, please visit and tell us what you think.
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