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Make it Right – Action projects

This resource is intended for teachers who wish to make use of NICCY’s “Make it Right” campaign resources to support students to complete the action project component of the “Learning for Life and Work” curriculum. These materials can be used in conjunction with materials found on www.nicurriculum.org.uk
NICCY’s ‘Make it Right’ Campaign provides research materials on key issues affecting Children’s rights in Northern Ireland. These may be of assistance to students carrying out GCSE Learning for Life and Work. Pupils will receive added value from their work by submitting it to NICCY to be included in the campaign, both by contributing to a wider body of young people campaigning on the same issue and also by receiving recognition of their efforts from NICCY. 

This element of the curriculum presents an opportunity for pupils to take action through the make it Right Campaign and complete an element of GCSE Learning for Life and Work while doing so. Students could use Campaign or Policy briefings as sources for their research, write a piece to discuss their findings on the issue, then take action which would contribute to the campaign. Work recorded by students and could be copied and submitted to NICCY as part of the campaign. 

From CCEA: 

4 Taking Action and Presenting findings

This stage involves the pupils in taking action. It involves the out-workings of the action process and moves towards finding appropriate ways of recording, presenting and publishing the information and data. They should be able to monitor and record appropriate parts of the process and be able to extend their skills in a participative way as possible and be afforded opportunities to take responsible action.

Pupils can:

• develop a personal viewpoint and justify it against an informed awareness of human rights and responsibilities;

• make a decision or recommendations recognising that compromise may be necessary;

• provide explanations, draw conclusions and predict outcomes;

• draft, develop and refine ideas;

• take action if appropriate;

• select and apply a mode of presentation or action related to audience and purpose, for example, write a newspaper article, create a visual display; use ICT to design an outcome, integrating text, graphics and moving image where appropriate to produce a high quality report or presentation;

• Describe Action taken and

• Present/ publish/display outcomes persuasively and appropriately.

Sample learning programme
	Key Stage 4 LLW Local and Global Citizenship Sample Learning Programme Statutory Statement for Local and Global Citizenship 
	Pupils will have opportunities to develop their knowledge and understanding: 
	Learning and Teaching Activities/Learning Experiences 

	Young people should have opportunities to: Identify and exercise their human rights and social responsibility in relation to local, national and global issues. 

Note: it is advisable to identify further learning opportunities, within the context of the other statutory statements, to demonstrate that human rights and social responsibility are pervasive, underpinning concepts of citizenship in the NI revised curriculum. 
	Building progression through:

· Explore relationship between Human Rights and specific Rights afforded to Children and Young people;

· Develop a greater understanding of the development of the UNCRC;
· Historical background/contexts (Eglantyne Jebb, Januz Korcazk); 

· Significance of UNCRC; 

· Categorisation of rights; 

· Evaluative analysis of role of individual, society and government; 

· Analysing challenges and opportunities for Northern Ireland society. 


	· Review the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and  United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Explore differences and similarities and debate why special considerations may be afforded to children through the UNCRC.  

· A rationale for children’s rights - Using UNCRC (child friendly versions available from NICCY website) select a number of rights and ask students to evaluate its significance in today’s world or with specific relevance to Northern Ireland. 

· Categorising children’s rights - Using UNCRC (child friendly version) ask pupils to cluster rights under the headings of: ‘participation rights’, ‘protection rights’ and ‘survival and development rights’. This could be done by cutting up several articles from UNCRC and labelling the corners of the classroom: ‘participation rights’, ‘protection rights’ and ‘survival and development rights’. Pupils can then organise themselves in the most appropriate corner before the feedback. 

· Debate issues which have the greatest impact on Children and Young people in Northern Ireland.
· Students can use ‘Make it Right’ Campaign and Policy briefings to explore issues particularly relevant in Northern Ireland today. Decide on and research one topic using Make in Right materials and references cited within. 

· Create a presentation or portfolio of evidence on how children’s rights are affected in any of the campaign themes.  

	Young people should have opportunities to: develop their understanding of the role of society and government in safeguarding individual and collective rights in order to promote equality and to ensure that everyone is treated fairly. 


	Building progression through: 

· Research examples of how individuals can safeguard both individual and societal rights 
	Brainstorm how individuals can safeguard both individual and societal rights: 

· In groups of 4 - 6, think of real events of how you or your local community has safeguarded individual or group/societal rights. 
· Brainstorm the list of ways in which an individual can play an active part in the democratic process. These may include the following: 

Voting 

Lobbying 

Writing to local representatives/press 

Peaceful protest 

Organising a petition 

· Sort these activities into ‘most effective’ and ‘least effective’ using relevant examples. Evaluate the effectiveness of some of the examples of participation above in influencing decisions and affecting change at local and national levels.

· Examine the ways in which a young person might contribute to campaigning on an issue. 

· Develop a campaign on a key issue affecting children’s rights in Northern Ireland using the portfolio of evidence created previously. 

	Young people should have opportunities to: develop awareness of key democratic institutions and their role in promoting inclusion, justice and democracy. 


	Building progression through: 

· Explore the role of democratic institutions in Northern Ireland and their role in protecting children’s rights;
· Identifying various ways to become more personally effective and able to participate more fully. 


	· Review previous learning regarding participatory rights as stated in the UNCRC. 
· Identify ‘duty bearers’ on a specific call to action in the ‘Make it Right’ Policy briefings. Explore the role of these agencies. 

· Incorporate an element of campaigning directly to government departments / public bodies. E.g. through lobbying, writing letters, sending petitions etc.

· Send copies of campaigns to NICCY 
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