Children and Education
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To help children have a good education NICCY wants Government to:

1. Give schools the money and help they need 
2. Agree on a fair way for children to transfer from primary to secondary or grammar schools
3. Make sure children have a say in school life.


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NICCY’s job is to make sure Government and other organisations provide what children and young people need for a good life. 

When we talk about children we mean everyone up to the age of 18 (or 21 if they have experience of being in care or have a disability).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Important fact:

This briefing is part of NICCY’s campaign to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

This month we are talking about children and education. Sarah’s story is one example of why improving education is important:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Sarah is 9 and is in P6 at her school in County Down.  This year Sarah has to make some important decisions about which school she wants to go to after P7.  There are different schools she could go to, but if she wants to go to a grammar school she has to do tests to get in.

Last year her brother Cormac sat the tests and Sarah remembers he was stressed having to do practice tests and work very hard. She has talked to her friends and some are doing tests while others have decided not to.

There are lots of questions in Sarah’s head; will she be able to get help from the teachers at school? Will she miss out on other work that her friends are doing while she is doing practice tests? What will the tests be like?

Her mum and dad have said she does not have to do the tests because there are lots of good schools she could go to. Sarah is excited about moving to a new school, but also a bit scared and confused, and she will have to make her mind up soon.
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Why is education important?

When we talk about education this includes nursery schools, primary, secondary and grammar schools, special schools, classes or training at colleges and alternative education when children do not go to school. 

Education is an important way for children to:

· Find out about themselves, the world and be part of a community
· Have fun, make friends and feel good about themselves
· Learn things, do exams and get qualifications
· Think about their ambitions and dreams for the future.
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How education can affect children 

Children should be able to have the education that is best for them no matter what age they are, what kind of school they go to or what their abilities are.

If children do not get the education that is right for them they can find things tougher as they grow up. For example, they might not feel good about themselves or find it harder to go to college or get a job.

When children need more help with their education they should get extra support. This includes very young children, and those who have special needs, do not speak English, who are in hospital or in the juvenile justice system. 

 



What the UNCRC says about education:

· Children have the right to an education (article 28)

· Education should develop children to their fullest potential (article 29)

The United Nations checks if Government is keeping its promises. In 2008 they said Government needed to improve lots of things, like tackling bullying and reducing the numbers of children suspended from school.  

They also said Government should do the three things we think are important
(see back page).  
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This page is for you to think about Sarah and education.

You can write or draw answers to these questions:


· What do you think about Sarah’s situation?


· How might Sarah feel?


· Who could help Sarah?


· If you were Sarah what would you do?





NICCY is asking Government to do three things to make sure children have a good education – which do you think is most important?


          
1. Give schools the money and help they need				

2. Agree on a fair way for children to transfer from primary to secondary or grammar schools								

2.  Make sure children have a say in school life				

		

		                                 
There’s more about Sarah’s story and activities on the NICCY website: www.niccy/org/childrensrights 
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WE WANT YOU TO JOIN NICCY TO TAKE ACTION TO HELP MAKE SURE CHILDREN HAVE A GOOD EDUCATION.

What do you want to say to people in Government? 











NOW IT IS TIME TO TAKE ACTION!
Use this space to write down what you will do to take action to help children’s education. 
















Messages are stronger when they come from lots of people. Whatever you decide to do please let us know by sending us a copy.  We might put what you send us on our website or use it in our reports. You can get more ideas by visiting our website www.niccy.org 
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To help children have a good education NICCY wants Government to:

   1. Give schools the money and help they need 

Schools should have the money to give children the education that is best for them, especially when children are young or need extra support. 

2. Agree on a fair way for children to transfer from primary to secondary or grammar schools

Last year Government stopped the 11+ and said tests should not decide which school children go to, but there are still tests for some schools. NICCY has talked to lots of children about this and put their views in a special report.  

Box / bubble saying: Visit www.niccy.org from the end of September to see our report

3. Make sure children have a say in school life

Children should have the chance to be involved in things like school councils, so they can have a say in decisions about their education.
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you are feeling worried about what you have been reading, or anything else, try and talk to an adult you trust, like a teacher or youth worker, or contact ChildLine on 0800 1111 or at www.childline.org.uk.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Part of NICCY’s job is to help when Government or other public organisations have not given children and families the right support. You can ask our Legal and Casework Team for free information and assistance. 

Insert contact details – change reference to topic!
