
Alistair is 7 and is from Coleraine. When 
he was two it was decided that he could 

not live with his parents because they 
were not able to look after him.

He went to live with a foster family. 
Alistair found it hard at the beginning but after 

a while he settled in and on his third birthday 
he started pre-school. He really loved meeting 

new friends and trying new things. But when he 
was four, just before he started primary school, 

Alistair had to move to a new foster family.

Since then Alistair has gone to live with 
another foster family and has moved 
school. No one involved him in these 

decisions. He is very reluctant to make 
friends and is worried about having to 

move again. He misses his Mum and Dad.

It is important that teenagers in care get all the help they need 
with education, fi nding a job and learning how to live by themselves 
as they become adults.

Independent advocates should be there when decisions are made 
about childrenʼs lives. They are adults whose job is to make sure 
children know what is happening and have their say.

Campaign Briefing

Part of NICCYʼs job is to help when 
Government or other public organisations 
have not given children and families the 
right support. You can ask our Legal and 
Casework Team for free information and 
assistance. 

If you are feeling worried about what 
you have been reading, try and talk 
to an adult you trust, like a teacher 
or youth worker or contact ChildLine 
on 0800 1111 or at 
www.childline.org.uk

Please contact the 
Communications team 
at NICCY if you require 
alternative formats of 
this material.

To find out more on Children with Disabilities and NICCY’s ‘Make it Right’ Campaign 
please visit www.niccy.org/makeitright You can contact us by calling 
Minicom 028 9031 6393,  or by using the Relay Services to contact NICCY’’’s telephone 
number 028 9031 1616 or email us on: uncrc@niccy.org

Use this space to write down what you will do to take action to help children who have 
experience of living in care. 

NICCYʼs job is to make sure Government and 
other organisations provide what children and 
young people need for a good life. 

When we talk about children we mean 
everyone up to the age of 18 (or 21 if they have 
experience of being in care or have a disability).

This briefi ng is part of NICCYʼs campaign to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

This month we are talking about children and young 
people who experience being in care. Alistairʼs story 
is one example of why this is important:

It is not fair if children have to keep changing where they live 
and who they live with, like Alistair. They should also be looked 
after by the same professionals, like social workers and staff in 
childrenʼs homes. 


