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Best interests 
 

Aims of Youth Justice System:  

“(3) But all such persons and bodies must also— 

(a) have the best interests of children as a primary 

consideration; and 

(b) have regard to the welfare of children affected by 

the exercise of their functions (and to the general 

principle that any delay in dealing with children is 

likely to prejudice their welfare)…………...”  

(Art 98, Justice Act, 2015) 
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31,780  

2,391 

No arrest  

Arrested 

Stop and Search – Arrests All Powers  

Stop and Search Statistics, 2015/16, PSNI, May 2016  
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38. The Committee recommends that the State party:  

 

 (a) Prohibit the use of non-statutory stop-and-search 

 checks against children;  

 

 (b) Ensure that the statutory use of the stop-and-search 

 checks is proportionate, taking into consideration the age 

 and maturity of the child, and non-discriminatory;  

 

 (c) Regularly collect, analyse and publish data relating to 

 the use of stop-and-search checks on children, 

 disaggregated by age, sex, disability, geographic location, 

 ethnic origin and socioeconomic background.” 

UNCRC Concluding Observations 2016  
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