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UN CONVENTION ON NICCY

THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD rONGTNGTIE RS OF

What is the UNCRC?
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is a list of the rights for every child up to 18. Government
has promised fo make these rights a reality for all children and young people in Northern Ireland.

GENERAL PRINCIPLE 1: All children have these rights, no matter who they are or what their GENERAL PRINCIPLE 2: All adults shou hat is

culture, language, religion or gender is. No child should be treated unfairly on any basis.
You should be sofe You should be protected from q
2

and cared for, any harm and if you have
been hurt you should get the
You have the right fo

help you need.
1f you break the law you 7 3 3
AT o 5 keep some things private.
1o do it again.

GENERAL PRINCIPLE 4: You have the right fo give your opinion, for adults fo listen to it and
take it seriously.
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You should be 8 You have the right 5 %
respected and sofe. T fo rest and play. [ v o G
4 o I
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GENERAL PRINCIPLE 3: You have the right fo live and develop fully. You should have food,
clothing and a safe place o live.

4 N
Fas

You have the right to Your family should get 1
the bes1 health care oy the money they need to ' 4"
possible. support you.
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Contact us
N ICCY We are here to help - contact the Legal and Investigations team
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Statement on Children's Rights in Northern
Ireland

You are here: Statement on Children's Rights in Northern Ireland

Youth Panel

Who We Are
Introduction

This ‘Statement on Children’s Rights in Northern Ireland’ What We Do
(SOCRNI) is NICCY's first such publication and is informed
by current contexts, the UN Committee’s Concluding

Observations following their 5th periodic examination of the

UK State Party, and NICCY’s work with stakeholders on STATEMENT ON

The Commissioner

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS
key priorities. IN NORTHERN IRELAND Our Current Work

suno 2018 jraccy

Each rights themed area of this Statement is prefaced with

the relevant UNCRC Articles, the UN Committee’s Concluding Observations, followed Programme for Government (PFG),
z 7 7 vt ) Children and Young People's Strategy and
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Programme for Government 2016-21

Outcome 1271 Children have the best start in life

- - -

CUNclR;? & Children & Young ST KAt RNBYQ
: onciueing - Peopleds Strateg! Services |
. Observations | ¢ : Y ¢ : ,
N 2016 / Action Plan . Cooperation
. Act2015
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1. Physical & 2. Play & 3.Learning & 4. Safety & 5. Economic || 6. A positive 7. Society 8. Equality &
mental Leisure achievement stability & contribution respects good
health environment rights relations
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AEducation shall aim at
devel oping t
personality, talents and
mental and physical
abilities to the fullest
extento

Article 29, UNCRC
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Calls to Government i Education

1. End the education gap between specific groups
of children and young people

2. Remove all barriers
participation in, and accessto,a ¢ hi
rights education system

3. Ensure that the focus of education is on
thedevel opment of ev
skills and abilities

4. Have a debate and consultation on how
we fund education in Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland Commissioner I NICCY

fOI“ Children Cll'ld YOUHg People PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE




Statementon Chi |l drendos Rights

NThe child has a
right to the
highest health and
medical careo

Article 24, UNCRC
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Calls to Government
I Mental Health

1. Demonstrate robust strategic planning
and investment

2. Develop robust data monitoring systems

3. Tackle root causes of poor mental health
by applyinga 6 heal th in a.A.
approach to policy making

4. Deliver on existing CAMHS improvement plans

Northern Ireland Commissioner I NICCY

fOI“ Children Cll'ld Young People PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE




Statementon Chi |l drends Right s

N E v echild has the

right to a standard of
living adequate for his
orherdevel opme:

Article 27, UNCRC
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Calls to Government - Poverty

)
1. Meet the material needs of children through the &

Increase of family income G 5

2. Allocate resources to mitigate against changes in
social security benefits

3. Eradicate child poverty

NICCY
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flL. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to
protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent
treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal
guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

2. Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective procedures for the establishment of
social programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those who have the care of the child,
as well as for other forms of prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and
follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicial
involvement.o Article 19, UNCRC
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Calls to Government - Safeguarding

1. Ensure independence of child protection body within new CYPSP
arrangements

Commence Child Death Review process

Publish CSE Progress Report

W N

Ensure the rights of all children who are subject to immigration control
Ensure that all separated children have access to an independent guardian
Support the transfer of children to NI where it is in their best interests

S

~

Intensify efforts to tackle bullying and violence in schools
Commence Addressing Bullying in Schools Act
Implement E-Safety Strategy

© Co
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AA child in conflict

with the law has the

right to treatment

which promotes the
chil ddobs sense
dignity and worth,
takes the chil
Into account and aims

at her or his re-
integration into
societyo

Article 40, UNCRC
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