
WHAT GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO DO

“Well, with education it's been somewhat of a roller coaster.... It's one minute we're in school, then we’re
in lockdown, so we're out of school for like, I think it was four or five months. Then we're back to school
for three, four months again, then we’re out of school back in lockdown...... It's confusing. And it's
actually affected my work very, very negatively.” (Young Person supported by MACS)

Children and young people said that remote learning is not the same as in-school learning and
was particularly challenging for young people in exam years. There were issues with accessing
digital devices as well as reliable access to broadband.

Assess how well remote learning worked for children and
young people, and target recovery support to those who need
it.
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Make sure Education and Health services protect and
support vulnerable children and young people so that their
education and well-being needs are met. 

 

Make sure there are records of all children and young
people who need access to a device for home learning
and that all of them receive this quickly. 

 

The impact of school closures and subsequent disruption to education, has been felt acutely by
children and young people.

The negative effect of school closures on education and emotional wellbeing were made worse
by the uncertainty about the duration of school closures along with confused, and sometimes
contradictory, messages. 

COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the mental health and wellbeing of children and
young people. The uncertainty about exams, transfer tests and the high volumes of testing
added to extreme stress and anxiety.

Make plans for alternative exam awarding in 2022 in case
of any change in the public health situation. Make sure
young people are at the heart of discussions and
decision making.

The access to vital educational and health supports for children and young people with SEN was
greatly reduced through the pandemic.

Establish alternative emergency arrangements criteria
for the transfer from primary to post-primary school
including common admissions criteria.


